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ñThe Asian Surgeon and

the Asian Patientò





Asian Characteristics

Á Minimal government support

Á Low taxation

Á Wide wealth gap

Á Materialistic attitude



Asian Characteristics

Á Strong family bonds

Á Self-reliance

Á Networking and influences

Á Emphasis on studies



Asian Characteristics

Superstitious

Inscrutable

Gambling

Corruption



Health Care Systems

Á Colonial origins

Á Limited resources

Á Free basic care

Á Traditional medicine











Percentage of GDP for
Health Care

USA 18%

Australia 10%

Asia 3%



Public Hospitals

Á Low salaries

Á Augment income

Á Little teaching/training

Á No research







Consequence

Patients: Long queuing time

Lack of choice

Simple level of care

Pay for many services



Consequence

Surgeons: High clinical load

Long working hours

Administrative control

Low morale




