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Non omnia possumus omnes

Virgil, 70 -19BC





A generalist

ña person competent in several different fields or activitiesò

Oxford English Dictionary







Why is specialism growing
and what are the impacts on
surgical practice in the 
coming decades?



Semantics





ñgeneralò

ñnot specialisedò, or
ñlimited in range of subjectò



Size of the 
field of 
knowledge 









Specialism is also a 
generational trend









Workplace changes







Reimbursement





Implications of specialism

·Inability to provide acute and time -
critical generalist care

·Increasing difficulty in dealing with 
patients in interface areas

·Clinical blind spots

·Marginalisation in healthcare

·Abrogation of professionalism
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